Apart from assisting with neigh-
borhood security, the LCSW is
often called upon by local officials
to lend a hand in a host of other
emergency situations. As essential
personnel, they are regularly asked to participate in missing per-
sons searches, blackouts, non-emergency transport and many other
situations. There is a clear division of responsibilities between the

20 LCSW Members Begin
CERT Program

years to have more of Lakewood’s civilian volunteer squads CERT
trained and updated on any changes to that training. CERT, which
stands for Community Emergency Response Training, is offered
through the Ocean County Sherrif’s Office and familiarizes civil-
ian squads with the nuts and bolts of the hierarchy that directs gov-
ernmental emergency response agencies. The most recent, 50 hour,
CERT course for LCSW members is being given at the Lakewood
OEM building and was greatly facilitated by Chief Rob Lawson,

As essential personnel, they are regularly asked to participate in missing persons
searches, blackouts, non-emergency transport and many other situations.

various emergency response agencies whether they are governmen-
tal, private or civilian volunteers. Proper training and knowledge
in the division of these responsibilities helps all parties involved
understand each others role and facilitates smoother performance
in times of crisis. As such, there has been a strong push over the

OEM Coordinator and Deputy OEM Coordinator Kenny Dicks.
As a commonly called upon local resource, the LCSW’s ongoing
participation in this type of training continues to make them an
integral part of the emergency services in Lakewood.

LCSW Aids in Location of Township
Employee’s Car Attackers on Mischief Night

You would think you could feel safe driving around in your own
neighborhood. But unfortunately that is not always the case. One
of our local Township employees was driving on South Lake Drive
late last Wednesday evening (mischief night,) we he suddenly felt
the impact of what he thought was another car hitting his vehicle
as it passed him in the other direction. The car in his rear view mir-
ror hastily sped off leading the employee to believe he had been
the victim of a hit and run. Somewhat shaken but with his car still
in working order, he took a u-turn and began to follow the vehicle
suspected of hitting him to obtain the license plate number and relay
to local authorities.

out to the home to in search of information. Approximately an hour
later, a unit of LCSW volunteers located the unoccupied vehicle
parked in the area of James Street and Route Nine in Lakewood.
Meanwhile, authorities had discovered that the owner in Toms Riv-
er claimed she had lent the car out for the evening. LCSW members
immediately placed a call to the LPD with a positive identification
on the vehicle and LPD units responded to the area to maintain
visual surveillance until someone came to retrieve it. Although, the
vehicle remained where it was for quite some time, at approximately
3am, a different female driver did come to retrieve it. The LPD sub-
sequently pulled the car over on Route Nine, questioning the driver

The car in his rear view mirror hastily sped off leading the employee to believe he
had been the victim of a hit and run.

'The alleged vehicle pulled into a wooded area near the lake and the
driver extinguished the lights. The employee approached carefully
and after taking this information, he broke off and both the LCSW
and LPD were contacted. After exiting and inspecting his vehicle,
he discovered that his vehicle had in fact been shot at with a paint-
ball gun and not actually struck by the other car.

On receiving the plate number, LCSW coordinators immediately
relayed the information to all neighborhood volunteers on visual pa-
trol that night. With the plate number, authorities discovered that
the vehicle was actually registered to a woman in Toms River and set

and searching the interior. Officers noted that the driver was familiar
with the events that had occurred earlier though it was not clear if
she had participated in the attack. They also discovered paintball
guns and various paraphernalia associated with these devices inside.
Authorities are still on the lookout for the individuals who may have
perpetrated the actual attack. Indeed, the episode was not a pleasing
one from the start, but does once again illustrate the efficacy and
valuable assistance the LCSW continues to avail to local authorities
and emergency response agencies.
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